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Song thrush: the wood thrush looks similar

Birds could disappear from North American
forests because of acid rain.

Scientists have found that the pollutant is
leading to a decline of one species at least.

It seems to affect the breeding habits of the

wood thrush.

The bird lives on
mountain slopes of the
Eastern United States
when it visits to breed
during the summer.
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1960s.

This is far from the
only threat against
the bird

Ralph Hames,
Cornell University

Research into its disappearance has focused
until now on habitat loss and destruction.

Volunteer help
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Help In the latest study, a team at Cornell
University looked at a possible link between
EDITIONS . . A : . .
ch acid rain, soil acidity and impaired breeding
ange to UK .
behaviour.

They were helped by an army of amateur
volunteers who collected data on the wood
thrush across its territory range.

The scientists found a significant negative
effect of acid rain on the likelihood of the bird
breeding.

"When looking for causes of declines we have
to consider changes to the environment in
addition to simple habitat loss or
fragmentation,” Ralph Hames of Cornell
University told BBC News Online.

Egg laying

Pollution in the form of acid rain causes a
number of effects on trees - from the loss of
pine needles and leaves, to their complete
destruction.

The implications for birds include fewer insects
to eat, more danger from predators and
changes to nesting and roosting habits.

A decline in forest food such as snail shells and
earthworms may also lead to a deficiency of
calcium, which the birds need to lay eggs.

It is difficult to put a number on how serious a
threat acid rain is to the wood thrush, says Dr
Hames.

"This is far from the only threat against the
bird," he says.

The research is published in the journal
Proceedings of the National Academy of
Sciences of the USA (PNAS).

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/sci/tech/2189151.stm (2 of 3)2/5/2007 2:08:17 PM


http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/shared/bsp/hi/services/help/html/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/shared/hi/change_edition-news.stm

BBC NEWS | Science/Nature | Forests fall silent with acid rain

B E-mail this story to a friend

Links to more Science/Nature stories

In This Section Go

HAEME 7 Back to top

News Front Page | Africa | Americas | Asia-Pacific | Europe | Middle East |
South Asia | UK | Business | Entertainment | Science/Nature |
Technology | Health | Talking Point | Country Profiles | In Depth |
Programmes

© MMIII | News Sources | Privacy

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/sci/tech/2189151.stm (3 of 3)2/5/2007 2:08:17 PM


http://newsvote.bbc.co.uk/cgi-bin/emailthisstory/emailthisstory.pl
http://newsvote.bbc.co.uk/cgi-bin/emailthisstory/emailthisstory.pl
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/shared/bsp/hi/services/copyright/html/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/americas/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/asia-pacific/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/business/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/entertainment/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/science/nature/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/technology/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/health/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/talking_point/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/shared/bsp/hi/country_profiles/html/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/shared/bsp/hi/in_depth/html/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/programmes/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/sport2/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/weather/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/index.shtml
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/shared/bsp/hi/services/copyright/html/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/shared/bsp/hi/services/help/html/sources.stm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/privacy/

	news.bbc.co.uk
	BBC NEWS | Science/Nature | Forests fall silent with acid rain


	KNOLKAPPCKGJMEEIIFIAFDBENJEMHKHN: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: newsifs
	f2: news
	f3: 

	f4: 

	form2: 
	x: 
	f1: [#]

	f2: 




